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Response from Current Controlled Trials concerning the pharmaceutical industry’s announcement - “Joint Position on the Disclosure of Clinical Trial Information via Clinical Trial Registries and Databases”

Current Controlled Trials (CCT) welcome yesterday's joint announcement by the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA), the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA), the Japanese Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (JPMA) and the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA), calling for industry trials to be registered in a freely accessible public trials registry within 21 days of the initiation of patient enrolment and we fully support the statement that "each trial listed in the registry should be given a unique identifier to ensure transparency of clinical trial results".
As you know, CCT have provided a platform for hosting and pooling different international registers for a number of years and we also recognise and support organisations who wish to have their trials listed in more than one open access trial register.  Indeed, several national and disease based registers are already in existence which are widely accessed by doctors, researchers and members of the public. The need for a unique trial identifier has been recognised as the best way to resolve the confusion that arises when the same trial is listed in several different registers, often with slightly differing titles and data information.

This was the background behind CCT's decision to develop the International Standard Randomised Controlled Trial Number (ISRCTN) scheme, which assigns a unique 8-digit number to randomised controlled trials in all areas of healthcare and in all countries of the world. The ISRCTN Register is accessible to the public at no charge and welcomes applications from all prospective registrants. The Register is used and supported by several major trial funding organisations, including the World Health Organisation, the Wellcome Trust, the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, the UK Medical Research Council, the Department of Health in England, the European Science Foundation and a number of other international organisations and journals. To date, we have assigned ISRCTNs to over 2400 trials worldwide, about 4% of these being sponsored or funded by the pharmaceutical industry.
We hope that the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA), the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA), the Japanese Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (JPMA) and the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) will ensure that their member companies are made aware of the existence of the ISRCTN Register and support the international effort to uniquely number all randomised controlled trials.
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