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 29 September 2006
2006 Update of the NHS Trusts Clinical Trials Register 

now available online at http://www.controlled-trials.com/mrct/
The Department of Health in England has asked Current Controlled Trials to help NHS Trusts comply with their trial registration requirements, in line with: 

· The Research Governance Framework for Health and Social Care (see http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/ResearchAndDevelopment/ResearchAndDevelopmentAZ/ResearchGovernance/fs/en)

· International recommendations (details of the agreement in http://www.dh.gov.uk/assetRoot/04/11/42/45/04114245.doc).

The result of this agreement is the creation, using the data submitted by NHS Trusts to the National Research Register (http://www.nrr.nhs.uk/), of an NHS Trusts Clinical Trials Register focusing on randomised controlled trials:

· Taking place in England

· With an end date greater than 31 March 2003

· In a location that is the lead centre in the case of a multicentre trial

· For which all research costs have been met by the NHS Trust (they are "own account", ie funded via the NHS R&D Support Funding stream - trials funded by charities, industry, universities, medical research councils, government bodies, or a nationally or regionally funded programme such as the HTA are not eligible).

The NHS Trusts Clinical Trials Register project involves cooperation between the following organisations:

· The Department of Health in England (http://www.dh.gov.uk/Home/fs/en)

· The NHS R&D Forum (http://www.rdforum.nhs.uk/)

· Update Software Ltd (http://www.update-software.com/)

· Current Controlled Trials (http://www.controlled-trials.com/)

Following the launch of the NHS Trusts Clinical Trials Register in September 2003, CCT is pleased to announce that the 2006 Update of the register, using NRR data submitted in March 2006 (http://www.nrr.nhs.uk/NHSTrustsRegisterKeyPoints.htm), went live on 29 September 2006.

The 2006 Update adds 268 randomised controlled trials to the ones identified in 2003, 2004 and 2005, bringing the total up to 1434 trial records. 

Each new eligible trial record has been assigned an ISRCTN that identifies the trial uniquely and ensures that trial details and resulting publications and reports can be tracked unambiguously throughout the trial’s lifecycle, in line with international guidelines (see http://www.icmje.org/faq.pdf).

Eligible trial records have also been flagged with “disease or condition” descriptions at primary (ie Cancer) and secondary (ie breast) levels. An initial analysis shows the following breakdown for all 1434 records:

	Cancer
	5.7%

	Cardiovascular
	8.6%

	Digestive System
	4.5%

	Ear, Nose and Throat
	1.1%

	Eye Diseases
	2.4%

	Haematological Disorders
	0.5%

	Infections and Infestations
	1.3%

	Injury, Occupational Diseases, Poisoning
	2.9%

	Mental and Behavioural Disorders
	4.8%

	Musculoskeletal Diseases
	7.1%

	Neonatal Diseases
	2.2%

	Nervous System Diseases
	3.6%

	Not Applicable
	3.6%

	Nutritional, Metabolic, Endocrine
	4.8%

	Oral Health
	3.7%

	Pregnancy and Childbirth
	3.2%

	Respiratory
	3.8%

	Signs and Symptoms
	8.1%

	Skin and Connective Tissue Diseases
	1.7%

	Surgery
	21.7%

	Urological and Genital Diseases
	4.7%


To NHS Trust data providers: there may still be pending questions regarding some of the trial records included in the NHS Trusts Clinical Trials Register. Should you have any questions or comments regarding the data displayed for your Trust, please do not hesitate to contact CCT’s editorial office for further amendments. 
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